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GUARDIAN 
A Newsletter for Parents and Guardians of Students Enrolled at Prairie View A. and M. College 
Prairie View A. and M. College Volume II No. 2 December, 1968 Prairie View, Texas 
SEASON^S GREETINGS FROM PRESIDENT AND MRS. A. I. THOMAS. 
It is with a great deal of pleasure that we send to you and your 
family our best wishes for a blessest Christmas and a most pro­
sperous New Year. We are indeed grateful to you for the interest 
you have shown in the development of Prairie View A. and M. College 
and for your support during the past calendar year. During the 
Christmas Season, we hope that the peace we all seek will abide in 
you and yours abundantly. As we look forward to 1969, we hope that 
it will bring to your child, who is enrolled at the College, a year 
full of accomplishments and academic achievements. 
TWO .FEE PAYMENTS TO BE EFFECTIVE SECOND SEMESTER... 
In an effort to improve the method of paying fees, effective at the 
beginning of the Second Semester, students may pay fees for the full 
semester. All students, college sponsored, on loans and scholarships 
will required to pay for the full semester. Students who are not 
on loans may continue to pay monthly, however, we encourage parents 
to consider the advantages of making one payment and avoid the in­
convenience of monthly fees. The new fee payment plan will elimi­
nate long lines and waiting to pay monthly fees. Plan now to take 
advantage of the new program and PAY YOUR FEES BY THE SEMESTER. 
HOW IS YOUR CHILD DOING ACADEMICALLY?... 
Be sure to counsel with your son or daughter during the Christmas 
Holidays concerning his grades. Many students are not doing well 
academically and may be near failure in one or more of their subjects. 
Help your child to understand the seriousness of college. Too many 
of our students are leaving the campus each week when they should be 
in the Library. Others are in the Memorial Center from the time it 
opens until it closes. Parents, we do not conduct classes in the 
Union... It is intended as a place for the students to relax when 
their work is completed, however, it is over-used and it is the 
cause for many failures. In general, we have few students who can­
not successful pass each subject if the student really studies and 
tries. If your child is not passing, there is every likelihood that 
he is not applying himself and taking full advantage of the resources 
we have available to him. Time is precious... Money is valuable... 
Your child's education is important... Be sure he gets what college 
has to offer. 
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WILL YOUR SON OR DAUGHTER BE GUILTY OF A FELONY... 
Will you be in our office next semester asking — How did it happen? 
My boy never gave any trouble at home... You can avoid heartbreak 
and sorrow by discussing your child's friends and his activities 
with him. Recently, there has been a number of thefts and some 
forgeries at the College. Many students laugh at these acts or 
take them lightly. Many feel if they are caught they can asked 
for clemency or asked for another chance. Because the College is 
such a close community, we cannot tolerate dishonesty in any form. 
Those students caught stealing or forging checks or other documents 
will be turned over to the Civil Authorities for action. If con­
victed of a felony, your child may be prevented from getting a 
teaching certificate, entering medical, law, or dental school, not 
employed by a major industry, or blocked from any significant employ­
ment. What may start out as a college prank may end in tragedy. 
Be sure your child is keeping the right company... Know his friends... 
Prairie View is a public institution. Despite our efforts to care­
fully screen our students, we cannot guarantee that you£ son or 
daughter will not go astray or be led astray... Know what your son 
or daughter is doing while he is at college... 
CULTURAL SERIES ADD LOCAL TALENT... 
The 1968-69 Cultural Series will probably be one of the greatest 
in the history of the College. Local talent from the Drama 
Department and Music Department has joined with outside talent to 
offer the students a cultural series "par excellence." Prairie 
View's own Charles Gilpin Players have presented two superb per­
formances "The Amen Corner" by James Baldwin, and "Fantasticks" 
by Tom Jones. Many of our budding young thespians already seem as 
if they had just returned from Broadway. Their director is the 
brilliant young playwright, Mr. Ted Shine. The College Choir under 
the direction of Dr. Robert Henry gave an outstanding performance 
of "Hodie" on December 15. 
The outside artists to appear on the campus were Violinist Fredell 
Lock; The Vernell Lilly Players The Dallas Symphony Orchestra, 
conducted by Dr. Paul Freeman (a Negro); Jerry Butler and Orchestra; 
and, The Hurricanes. In addition, over 800 students have been taken 
to Houston this semester to see the Operas "La Boheme" and "Salome" 
at Jones Hall. During the second part of the year, the program will 
host The Houston Symphony, The Kaleidoscope Players of New York in 
"The Lincoln-Douglas Debates," The world famous Norman Luboff Choir, 
The Impressions, The Virtuoso Quartet, McHenry Boatwright, Metro­
politan Opera Star, and Gene Chandler. The students will also see 
three additional operas in Houston. 
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CAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS. . . 
The Prairie View Faculty is now over 200 in number... They received 
their education from the finest institutions in the country. The 
1958-69 faculty has the largest number of Ph.D's in the history 
of the College... New Honor societies are coming to our campus... 
Beta Beta Beta Honor Society in Biology was installed in November... 
Kappa Mu Epsilon Honor Society in Mathematics will be installed in 
March... A petition for an Honors Society in Foreign Languages is 
under consideration... The new Naval ROTC is underway... 56 Midship­
men are currently enrolled... Army ROTC is to offer flight training 
during the Second Semester... This is a bonus to senior students who 
want to be Aviators.. .Kenneth Hinson and Jacauelyn Kennedy have been 
selected to participate in the Brookhaven Institute Program during 
the Second Semester... This is a special research program for 
undergraduate Mathematics majors. The Pershing Rifles Drill Team 
raised $1400 to finance their trip to Las Cruses, New Mexico. The 
only predominantly Negro college in the five state meet... They 
represented the College well... Our guidon bearer, Morris Price, 
was rated on a maximum scale of 25 points... you guested it... 
he scored a perfect 25... the only such score in the meet... Lt. 
Col. Stark is the person in charge... Sgt. Barge is the Drill Chief. 
The Junior Fellow Organization still makes a major contribution to 
the College. Each student is assigned to a Junior Fellow... He 
assists the residents in all aspects of his development while here 
at college... Ask your son or daughter who his Junior Fellow is. 
Did you receive the mid-semester grades for your son or daughter? 
If not, write the Registrar's Office, we will be happy to send 
them to you. The enrollment is 4,114 this year... Students come 
from 29 states and from Foreign countries... Enrollment will remain 
at this level until the new dormitories are completed in 
September, 1971. 
Why not plan to write, call or visit us here at the College. The 
teachers, advisors and President A. I. Thomas will be pleased to 
talk with you. 
Again, A Very MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR... 
*** 
